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RECTOR’S LETTER 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The word “synod” comes from two Greek words:  “syn” 
(together) and “hodos” (road).  A synod, then, is a group 
of people who walk the road together.  This past week 
(May 29-30) the Synod of the Diocese of Toronto met at 
Durham College in Oshawa.  It truly was a journeying 
together.  We were well represented:  Father David 
Bowring and myself as clergy, Darleen Knowlton and 
Johanna Miller as lay delegates, and Brian Fairbrother as 
co-opted staff. 
 
The theme of “mission” was set by the Bishop’s sermon 
during a joyous opening service, and by our keynote 
speaker, Canon Philip Potter from Liverpool, England.  He 
is one of the founders of the “Fresh Expressions” 
movement in the Church of England.  In a society where 
the great majority of people are “unchurched,” our 
hallowed and well-loved ways of work and worship simply 
don’t resonate.  He encouraged us to try new ways of 
reaching out to the world around us.  This doesn’t mean, 
he added, that we have to stop doing what has had 
meaning in the past, but we also need to be open to new 
ways of doing things. 
 
I think of computer technology and so-called social 
networks.  While “oldsters” like me are unfamiliar (and 
uncomfortable) with them, many of our young people are 
deeply engaged:  twittering and text messaging to their 
friends while they listen to music on their i-pods.  The 
church needs to do what Jesus did; get out into the world 
and meet people where they are, and if that means “going 
on-line,” let’s do it! 
 

 
It was not a synod where we made a lot of resolutions.  
“Indaba” or discussion groups were more the order of the 
day, but we did journey together as Anglican Christians 
and, I hope, renewed our commitment to reach out to the 
world in Christ’s name. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

BrianBrianBrianBrian 
 
P.S. Congratulations to Al Budzin, a former assistant at 
St. John’s, and Duke Vipperman, incumbent of our 
neighbouring Church of the Resurrection, who are among 
the new Canons announced at synod by Bishop Colin 
Johnson. 
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WARDENS’ REPORTWARDENS’ REPORTWARDENS’ REPORTWARDENS’ REPORT    
 
Since the last report, we have had our first (I think) 
participation in Anglican Open their Doors with great 
success.  While I was touring St. Luke’s on Coxwell 
Avenue, I was told that a busload of people pulled up to 
St. John’s just as Ted Reid was commencing his mini-
concert.  Thanks to Ted and all the volunteers for showing 
off our church so well. 
 
Our Eastertide has come to a wonderful close liturgically 
with the Ascension Evensong and the festive red 
Pentecost service with not less than 4 children baptized.  
There are a number of end-of-year festive events taking 
place in June – see notices elsewhere in the Courier – 
that I hope many of you will be able to take part in. 
 
At this time of year it is good to remind ourselves that the 
church does not go away for the two summer months.  
While some groups will not be meeting, a lot of work, 
programs, and services will continue.  If you are still in the 
city on a lazy hazy summer Sunday, the Sunday service 
will still be here for you to celebrate, including a program 
for the children.  The office will still be open its regular 
hours.  And, of course, ongoing expenses need your 
monetary support.  Please remember to keep your regular 
offering up during the summer months. 
 
With the end of the year, also, our involvement with the 
University of Toronto engineering students has also 
concluded.  They finished their project with a final 
presentation of the meditation garden plan at the 
University.  A number of parishioners attended.  The 
students also left us a copy of the plan, free of charge, 
which we can use as a base to go forward with some or 
all of the plan when and how we see fit.  Unfortunately, 
due to the tight budget we are under for fiscal 2009, there 
are no immediate plans to start work this year. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Jane Roberts & Suzanne Coxon 
Wardens 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Church From the Church From the Church From the Church 
CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar 

 

June 28 

IRENAEUS OF LYONS – The Peacemaker 
 

Irenaeus was born in Smyrna, in modern-day Turkey, 
about 130.  His life is a testimony to the continuity of 
teaching in the formative years of the Church.  As a boy 
Irenaeus was taught by Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, who 
in turn had known St. John the Evangelist.  After studying 
in Rome Irenaeus went to Lyons, a flourishing trading 
centre in Gaul, where he succeeded the elderly Bishop 
Pothinus who was martyred in 177.  He narrowly escaped 
death himself, being away on church matters at the time.  
Irenaeus was an influential writer and teacher.  In his 
essay, The Demonstration of the Apostolic Preaching, and 
his book, Against Heresies, he defended Christian 
orthodoxy against the Gnostics, who claimed to possess 
secret teachings passed down to them but not the 
apostles.  Irenaeus wrote about the importance of 
tradition, shown in the continuity of Christian teaching 
through the unbroken succession of bishops and in the 
formation of the canonical scriptures.  He lived up to his 
name, which means “peacemaker,” by urging moderation 
in the treatment of breakaway groups.  Irenaeus died 
about 200 but there is no evidence to support the claim 
that he suffered as a martyr. 
 
 

 

 
IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM    

 
 
 

February 20 Charles Duff 
May 16  William Whiteside 
May 17  Eleanor Appel 
May 23  Aubrey George Tullett 
May 27  Deirdre Reynolds 

 
 
 

Baptisms 
 

 
 

May 3 

Thomas Antoine Prakesch 
 

May 10 
Gordon Eric Conrad Cunningham 
Liam William Kenneth Cunningham 
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Bible LoreBible LoreBible LoreBible Lore 
 
Some of Jesus’ healings, as described in the gospels, 
might have had trouble meeting modern sanitary 
standards.  He used no medications except … his saliva.  
In Mark 7.32-35 we read that he went to Galilee where he 
was introduced to a man who was deaf and “had an 
impediment in his speech.”  First, Jesus “put his fingers 
into his ears, then he spat and touched his tongue.”  
Finally, Jesus “sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’ (be 
opened)” and the man was cured of both conditions.  
Jesus later visited Bethsaida (Mark 8.22-24) where a blind 
man was brought to him.  When Jesus “had put saliva on 
his eyes, and laid his hands on him,” the blind man’s sight 
was restored.  In John 9.6 Jesus was passing another 
man who had been blind from birth.  He stopped, “spat on 
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the 
mud on the man’s eyes.”  The man was then told to wash 
in the pool of Siloam, after which he could see.  Some 
scholars say that in those days saliva, especially the spit 
of a holy man, was thought to have had healing 
properties.  I came across another interesting viewpoint.  
Spitting then, as now, was a mark of contempt (see 
Numbers 12.14, Deuteronomy 25.9, Job 30.10, and 
Matthew 26.27).  These people may have been despised 
because of their affliction but Jesus took a sign of 
disrespect and made it into a sign of healing. 
 
 

St. Anne’s A.C.W. 
 
We have had a very busy and profitable Spring.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped us with the Palm Sunday 
Brunch, the Daffodil Tea, and the Rummage Sale.  We 
could not have done it without your help.  Also, many 
thanks to everyone who donated articles to the Rummage 
Sale.  We had lots and lots of stuff. 
 
We were able to raise $250 for the Brunch, $1,300 for the 
Daffodil Tea, and $1,500 for the Rummage Sale – the 
best ever!  We will disperse the money to the church and 
the outreach programmes we support. 
 
 
 
 

 

Norway Group News 
 
Once again this year, the Norway Group is asking for your 
assistance in sending inner city kids to camp this summer.  
Moorelands Camps offer a great experience for several 
hundred children each year.  They are looking for 
donations of money or items that children need for camp. 
These include: 
 
Rain ponchos � Flipflop footwear for boys M-L, 
adults S-M-L � Insect repellent with DEET (non aerosol) 
� Sunscreen SPF30 � Water based hand sanitizer � 
Disposable flashlights � Sleeping bags � Single fitted 
sheets � Stainless or Nalgene water bottles � Girls 
bathing suits size12-Adult � Boys bathing suits 
size 8-adult 
 
They are also looking for craft materials and sports 
equipment. 
 
The red bushel basket in the church has a sign on it for 
donations of items for Moorelands Camps.  We shall be 
collecting for the next three weeks so that we can deliver 
to Moorelands during the last week in June.  Please bring 
items with you to church next Sunday.  Donations of 
money should be on the offering plate, clearly marked for 
Moorelands Camps. 
 
Thank you, and have a great summer! 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Grounds: 
Help is required to water and 
weed over the summer to 
maintain the church gardens 
to keep them looking beautiful 
and inviting.  Watering can and 
hose are provided.  We are looking 
for three families per week to 
coordinate watering and weeding.  
Please sign up on the bulletin 
board outside the kitchen or call 
the office. 
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Hello from the Fearnleys 

 
Monday, 18 May, 2009 7:39 AM 
From:  Susan Fearnley <susan_ptp@hotmail.com> 
 
Hello Craig and everyone at St. John’s, 
 

Well, we have been living in Edmonton now for a month!  
Time has gone by quickly.  We are slowly getting 
unpacked and learning our way around the city. 
 

Our home is just south of downtown on the south side of 
the North Saskatchewan River.  Does that make sense?  
We live near the University of Alberta and Whyte Avenue, 
which is a bit like Queen Street West in Toronto.  Lots of 
students around in their flip-flop sandals despite the cool 
weather. 
 

We are renting a 1920’s era house on a nice tree lined 
street.  There is a mix of students and “older folks” living 
on our street.  One great feature is a fire pit in the 
backyard.  Moira has been asking for marshmallows and 
hotdogs everyday! 
 

I should add that our Toronto home sold in one day at 
much higher than our asking price, so we are very 
relieved at our decision to sell rather than rent it out.  
Thank you again to those of you who helped me with 
childcare while I was getting the house ready for sale. 
 

The weather has been up and down here.  Even a few 
days with snow flurries and more expected tomorrow!  I 
am trying not to dwell on the weather but would like to try 
some planting before June! 
 

We have visited Moira’s new school and met her 
kindergarten teacher for September.  Seems like a nice 
school.  It’s a K-8 school with a large schoolyard and a 
French Immersion program. 
 

In July my maternity leave is over so I am beginning to 
think about what type of work I can do here and 
investigating the cost of day care for 2.  My impression is 
that it is less expensive out here, so there may be a 
chance of returning to the work world soon. 
 

We’ve been exploring a bit:  West Edmonton Mall, hiking 
along the river, the Royal Alberta Museum, Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market, the library, and the university campus so 
far.  Mostly, we stick near home since there is still a lot to 
work on here and we don’t really know many people yet. 
 

We have found a parish, Holy Trinity, which is in the 
Strathcona neighbourhood, which is just east of us.  They 

are about to have a special visit from HRH Princess 
Sophia (Prince Edward’s wife).  We may also visit St. 
George’s, which is very close to the university, before we 
decide which church to make our new home. 
 

We miss you all so much.  It is strange going to church on 
Sunday where some things are familiar, hymns, prayers, 
coffee hour, but with all different people.  I haven’t found 
anyone to be my new “baby holders” yet! 
 

We will come through Toronto later this summer on our 
way to my parent’s cottage in New Brunswick.  So I hope 
to see you then. 
 

I hope you are all well and enjoying the spring season. 
 

God Bless, 
 

Susan, Moira and Jane. 
10934  80 Avenue Northwest 
Edmonton, AB     T6G 0R1 
 

ROYAL LEPAGE 
Estate Realty 

CAROLYNN PARSONS 
Sales Representative 

2126 Queen Street East 
Toronto, ON  M4E 1E3 

Tel:  416-690-2181  Fax:  416-690-3587 
E-mail:  cparsons@royallegage.ca 

Website:  www.TorontoBeachHomes.com 
 

Guaranteed Income for Life. 
Never lose the money you invest. 

Benefit from the growth potential of the market. 

Get 5% bonus on guaranteed income every year 

there’s no withdrawal. Certain conditions apply. 

Want to find out more?  Call (416) 686 – 6127 

For all your Investment and Life Insurance needs. 
VIC SARJU, Investment & Life Insurance Advisor 

MANULIFE SECURITIES INCORPORATED 

MANULIFE SECURITIES INSURANCE INC. 
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Christian Jewish Dialogue of Toronto 

and 
The Church of St. John the Baptist, Norway 

 

Present 
 

The 29th Annual Christian Service 

in Memory of the Holocaust 
 

Sunday June 14th at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Speaker 

Cyrill Levitt 

Co-Author of the Book “The Riot At Christie Pits” 
 

Music 

St. John’s Norway “Young Singers” 

With the participation of Cantor Deborah Staiman 
 

Kosher refreshments will be served after the service. 
For more information call 416 598-4242 

 

Second Annual Scotch Whisky 
Challenge 

 

at the Feathers Pub 
962 Kingston Road 

 

Monday, June 15th 
7.30 - 9.30 pm 

 

Cost: $75 per person 
with proceeds after expenses going to the church 

 

See the rector or Kathryn Kern 
for tickets and further information 

 

Be responsible. Don’t drink and drive. 

 
The Merchant of Venice 
by William Shakespeare 

 

at Kew Gardens Pagoda 
(Queen Street East at Lee Avenue) 

 

June 15-20          7:30 p.m. 
June 20 & 21          3:00 p.m. 

 

Bring chairs if you do not wish to sit on the grass 
Suggested Donation$          $10 

 
 
 
 

Patronal Festival 
 

A weekend of activities to celebrate our 159th 
anniversary. 

 

Saturday, June 20th – Beating the Bounds 

We will revive the ancient custom of “beating the bounds.” 
Gather at the church at 10 am and come with us as we 

walk around our parish boundaries (roughly Main to 
Coxwell, Danforth to the Lake). 

We’ll end with lunch together at Murphy’s Law (Kingston 
Road & Queen). 

You’re welcome to join us at the restaurant. 
 

Choral Eucharist 

Sunday, June 21st at 10.30 am 
Special message.  Special Music 

 

Parish Picnic 

On the rectory lawn following the 10.30 am service. 
Hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers on us. 
Donations of salads and desserts welcome. 

 

Come and celebrate with us! 

 
St. John the Baptist, Norway 

Golf Tournament and Potluck Dinner 

at Cedarhurst Golf Club & 

Mappledar Cottage, B60 McLennan’s Beach, 

at Beaverton on Lake Simcoe 

Saturday, July 25 
 

First tee-off at 12:30 
David will call you with your time 
Non-golfers invited to cottage in afternoon 
for swimming, games, visiting 
Cost:  $50** for 18 holes of golf 

cash or cheque payable to David Moll 
pay David the day of the tournament  
golf carts available, pay Cedarhurst 
directly 

Bring:  golf gear, sun screen, swim suit, towel, 
water shoes, lawn chair, if possible, your 
potluck contribution*, AND your own cold 
beverage 

Sign up on the bulletin board outside the church 
office as golfing or not, indicating what you will 
bring for the meal (*appetizers, cold plate main 
course items, desserts).  Tea and coffee provided.  
** $10 from golf goes to the church 
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St. John’s on Twitter 
 
Do you use the Diocesan Lectionary as published in the 
All Our Days booklet or in Craig’s weekly Prayer Cycle 
handout to do daily bible readings?  Would you like to?  
Maybe you need a little prompt every day to remind you 
which passage to read today. 
 
As an experiment in new technology, I have set up a 
Twitter account called stjnorway  
(www.twitter.com/stjnorway) where I will post each 
day’s readings.  If you have a Twitter account and follow 
stjnorway, you will get a text message on your cell phone 
every day with readings just like they are published in All 
Our Days. 
stjnorway  Today’s lectionary readings:  Ezek. 18.1-4,19-
32 Heb. 7.18-28 Lk 10.25-37 Psalms 102, 107.1-32 
 
Let me know if there are other reminder announcements 
that would be suitable to tweet such as special services 
or Advent Events, etc. 
 
For those of you unfamiliar with Twitter, I won’t explain it 
here, but refer you to the Twitter web site to get started:  
www.twitter.com 
 
Jane Roberts 
 
 
 
Deadline for the Next Courier is Sunday, September 6. 

Please send submissions to 
admin@stjohnsnorway.org or place them 

in the mail rack outside the office. 

 
 
The A.C.W. is selling copies of its cookbook 
originally published in 2003 for $10.   Available 
during coffee hour or through the office. 
 
 
Roberts-Corrigan family is looking for a 
place to rent for the month of July while their 
home is under renovation.  Need minimum 
space to sleep 4, furnished or unfurnished.  
Call Rob or Jane at (416) 694-3513. 
 
 

 
JUNE CALENDAR 

*Weekly 
 
Monday 8 9:00 a.m. – Little Voices Dancing Feet 
  9:30 a.m. – Ecumenical Bible Study 
  7:30 p.m. – Scout Group 
  8:30 p.m. – Alcoholics Anonymous Big 

Book Discussion Group* 
Tuesday 9 11:00 a.m. – Beaches Fitness* 
  5:00 p.m. – Boy Choristers 
Wednesday 10 7:00 p.m. – Holy Eucharist* 
Thursday 11 4:00 p.m. – Little Voices Dancing Feet 
  7:30 p.m. – Adult Choristers* 
Friday 12 9:00 a.m. – MumNet 
  5:00 p.m. – Brownies Sleepover 
  8:00 p.m. – Silver Birch Alcoholics 

Anonymous* 
Saturday 13 9:00 a.m. – Farm Visit 
 to 12:00 noon – Brownies Sleepover 
Sunday 14 8:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist* 
  9:00 a.m. – Girl Choristers* 
 10:30 a.m. – Choral Eucharist* 
 7:30 p.m. – Christian Service in Memory 

of the Holocaust 
Monday 15 9:30 a.m. – Ecumenical Bible Study 
  7:30 p.m. – Whiskey Challenge 
Tuesday 16 5:00 a.m. – Boy Choristers 
  7:30 p.m. – Wardens’ Meeting 
Saturday 20 Beating the Bounds 
  4:00 p.m. – Piano Recital 
Tuesday 23 5:00 p.m. – Boy Choristers 
  6:30 p.m. – Norway Group (off site) 
 7:30 p.m. – Amnesty International (off 

site) 
Wednesday 24 5:00 p.m. – Area Youth Meeting 
Friday 26 Music Sale Set up 
Saturday 27 10:00 a.m. – Music Sale 
 
 

Please inform the office of any 
errors or omissions.  Thank you. 
 
 
 



 

 


